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The Muskoka Ratepayers’ Association has been monitoring the Green Energy Hydro Project in
Bala for 6 years now. The Provincial Government chose Swift River Energy Limited to build the
Plant and a contract was signed. For several years Option No. 1 discussions were held with our
Municipality, the District, and various interest groups, including the Muskoka Ratepayers’. The
result of these deliberations was an agreement to offer a second site (Option No. 2), which would
be less intrusive, more aesthetically pleasing, and user friendly. Then came last year’s election and
with it a new mayor and several councillors who vowed to stop the project at any cost.

Until now, the Muskoka Ratepayers’ has not taken a public position on this project. However,
after all these years, we are pleased that a decision to move forward has finally been made.
Although we would have preferred Option No. 2, we understand the decision to build the less
desirable Option No. 1, since the Mayor and Council have managed to make all the lands
necessary for Option No. 2 unavailable.

We hope this decision will allow our council to move on from the issue of Bala Falls and start to
deal with the many other concerns that exist throughout the Township.



